
Safety Tips at 9 Months 
 
Car Seat Safety 
If your child reaches 20 pounds and is still riding in an infant seat, it is time for a new car seat. 
Some car seats can convert from a backward-facing infant seat to a forward-facing toddler seat. 
Carefully follow the manufacturer’s instructions when installing new or converting old car seats 
for your child. For more information you can call the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration at 1-800-424-9393. 
 
Avoid Choking and Suffocation 
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Avoid foods on which a child might choke (such as candy, hot dogs, popcorn, peanuts). 
Cut food into small pieces. 
Store toys in a chest without a dropping lid. 

 
Prevent Drowning 

Never leave an infant or toddler in a bathtub alone -- NEVER. 
Continuously supervise your baby around any water, including toilets and buckets. Infants can 

drown in a bucket that has water in it. Empty all water and store buckets turned over. 
 
Avoid Falls 

Make sure windows are closed or have screens that cannot be pushed out. 
Don’t underestimate your child’s ability to climb. 

 
Prevent Poisoning 

Keep all medicines, vitamins, cleaning fluids, and gardening chemicals locked away or 
disposed of safely. 

Install safety latches on cabinets. 
Keep the poison center number on all phones. The poison control number is 
Do not use syrup of Ipecac. 

 
Avoid Cuts 

Remove or pad furniture with sharp corners. 
Keep sharp objects out of reach. 
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